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Index of 1. Direct Line [Surname] Section Group

Name Spouse

Index of names that link to Section and Page locations in Notebooks.

Index of 2. Non-Direct Line [Surname] Section Group

Name Spouse

[Surname] Name Index
Wednesday, April 9, 2014 12:04 PM
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I print a horizontal hourglass chart from my genealogy software to this page. I use my surname 
grandparent as the starting person and go back 4 generations and down 2 generations for this 
chart. It fits on one page and gives an overview of my direct line.

Generation Chart
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 1:18 PM
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Family Folklore
Wednesday, April 9, 2014 1:00 PM
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Index of 3. Non-Direct Line A-Z Section Group

Name Spouse Connection to Direct Line

Index of names with links to Section and Page locations in Notebooks.Non-Direct A-Z Name Index
Wednesday, April 9, 2014 12:04 PM
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Name Task Notes Start Complete

[date] [date]

A simplified To-Do List.To Do List
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 5:08 PM
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As you complete each task from the To Do List, copy and paste them to this page.

Name Task Notes Start Complete

[date] [date]

Completed Tasks
Friday, February 13, 2015 2:57 PM
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Name Repository Document & 
Identifying Info

Order 
Method

Date 
Ordered

Amt & 
Method
of Paymt

Date 
Received

Notes

Sample State Vital Statistics Birth Cert [date]
Cert # 123

online form 1/27/2015 $4.00
PayPal

Use the table to keep track of records you have requested and/or purchased from government agencies, 
Family History Libraries, etc.

Record received or Positive result

No record found or Negative result

Records Requested
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 12:42 AM
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Scan written letters and insert them on this page, record family interviews to 
this page and forward emails to your Quick Notes and then move them here.Email Correspondence

Sunday, February 15, 2015 12:44 AM
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Research linksResearch Bookmarks
Wednesday, April 9, 2014 12:04 PM
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Links, maps, history, etc., of locations where ancestors lived. Locale History
Wednesday, April 9, 2014 12:04 PM
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[Create from genealogy software and print to 
this section or scan a written chart to this page.]

Erin Williamson Klein
MyFamilyHistoryFiles.com
OneNote A-Z for Family History
erin@myfamilyhistoryfiles.com

4 Generation Pedigree Chart
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 12:35 AM

   Page Templates Page 12    

http://myfamilyhistoryfiles.com
http://myfamilyhistoryfiles.com/onenote-a-to-z/
mailto:erin@myfamilyhistoryfiles.com


Print charts and reports from genealogy software to this section. Or link to/embed the 
reports and PDFs on your hard drive on this page.Charts & Reports

Saturday, February 21, 2015 8:48 PM
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Name and Spelling 
variations for Surname:

Change name of this page to: [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]. Use the table 
below to record basic vital record information for each person in the family group.

Family Group Record for [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]

Husband:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born [checkmark when documented]

Baptism Church:

Marriage Church:

Divorce

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Wife:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born

Baptism Church:

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Additional Information: [Schools, Associations, Immigration, Military Service, etc.]

Children

Name Sex Birth Date & Place Marriage Date & 
Place

Spouse Death Date & Place

Residences

Dates Place & Address Source

Preparer: Address: Date:

Family Group Record
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 4:54 PM
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Family Relation to Preparer: Ancestral Chart #
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[Name(s) Surname TIMELINE

Date & Location Information from Records Thoughts & To-Dos

[year]
[date]
[location]

[what was found]

[name of source]

Simple table to use as a timeline. I use MS Word for a more complex timeline and link to it here on this 
page. With just a click, the timeline can be updated in Word and the updated version will be inserted on 
the page. For help creating timelines, watch Anne Mitchell's (Ancestry Anne) Creating Timelines video 
on YouTube.

Timeline
Friday, February 6, 2015 2:32 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Birth Certificate

Delayed Birth Certificate

Birth Announcement

Baptism / Christening

Adoption

Birth Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for birth sources and an index of the birth source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Birth Records

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:40 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Birth Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Marriage Certificate

Marriage License

Marriage Announcement

Divorce Petition

Divorce Decree

Marriage Index

Marriage Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for marriage sources and an index of the marriage source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Marriage Records

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:40 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Marriage Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Death Certificate

Obituary

SSDI

Cemetery

Gravestone

Funeral Home Records

Memorial Card

Death Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for death sources and an index of the death source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Death Records

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:42 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Death Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Spelling variations:

Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Federal Census

1940 Census

1930 Census

1920 Census

1910 Census

1900 Census

1880 Census

1870 Census

1860 Census

1850 Census

1840 Census

1830 Census

1820 Census

1810 Census

1800 Census

1790 Census

Other Federal Census Records

Agricultural Schedule

Mortality Index

Civil War Veteran Schedule

Defective, Dependent & Delinquent 
Schedule

State Census

[year] [state]

[year] [state]

[year] [state]

[year] [state]

[year] [state]

Other State Census Records

Marriage Index

Census Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for census sources and an index of the census 
source documents you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological 
order or sort by source type.

Census Records
Saturday, February 21, 2015 6:40 PM
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Instructions:
Year = Census Year / Put Federal and State census years on chart.
Type approximate age each person would be at time of census.
Fill cells with GRAY for Census Years the person will not appear.
Fill cells with YELLOW for Census Years the person might appear.
Fill cells with GREEN for Census Years the person has been found.

[Surname] 1850 1860 1870 1880 1900 1910 1920 Year Year Year

Sample [1850-1902] 0-1 10 20 30 50

Name [birth-death] [age] [age]

Spouse [birth-death] [age] [age]

Child [birth-death] [age]

Child [birth-death] [age]

Child [birth-death] [age]

Child [birth-death] [age]

A helpful chart for determining what age everyone should be when found in each census.Census Ages Chart
Thursday, February 26, 2015 1:18 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

[Year] Census
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Photographs

Letters

Journals / Diaries

Family Bible

Personal Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for personal sources and an index of the personal source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Personal Records

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 6:04 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Personal Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Church Records

Baptism

Christening

Confirmation

Marriage

Burial

Church Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for church sources and an index of the church source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Church Records

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 6:10 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Church Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Court Records - Probate

Will

Administration

Property Inventory

Guardianship

Estate Sales

Probate Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for probate sources and an index of the probate source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Probate Records

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:42 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Probate Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Newspapers

Announcements

Social Pages

Personal Interest Stories

Legal Notices

Advertisements

Books

Biographies & Memoirs

County & Local Histories

Family Histories

Published Genealogies

Newspaper Sources and Books for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for newspapers and books and an index of the newspaper and 
book source documents you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort 
by source type.

Newspapers & Books
Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:42 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Newspaper Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Deeds

Abstracts

Mortgages

Land Surveys

Plat Map / County Map

Land Patents / Grants

Homestead Records

Mining Claims

Land Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for land sources and an index of the land source documents you 
have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Land Records

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:40 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Land Record Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Clip whole records or screen snips to this page, embed to files on your hard 
drive or link to online map sources.Maps

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:40 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Immigration Records

Passenger List

Ship Information

Naturalization Application

Naturalization Record

Immigration & Naturalization Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for immigration and naturalization sources and an index of the 
immigration and naturalization source documents you have for this family group. Place sources in 
chronological order or sort by source type.

Immigration & Naturalization
Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:41 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Immigration Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Draft Registration

Wars Fought

Service Records

Pension Records

Headstone Application

Military Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for military sources and an index of the military source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Military Records

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:41 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Military Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Online Searches

Search Engines

Ancestry

FamilySearch

Find-A-Grave

City Directories

[year] [city]

[year] [city]

[year] [city]

Miscellaneous

Club, Associations & Societies

Licenses

University & College Records

School Records

Government Records

Passport Application

Passport

Voter Registration

Tax Lists

Other Court Records

Depositions

Prison and Jail Records

Criminal Trial

Civil Trial

Other Record Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for other sources and an index of the source documents you 
have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type. The record 
groups on this page can be separated out into their own pages if need be. (i.e.: City Directories 
may need their own page if they are available for many years.)

Other Records
Thursday, January 2, 2014 12:05 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Other Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Genealogical Records Checklist
(A more comprehensive list than the tables in pages)

Business and Employment Records
Apprentice/Indenture Records
Insurance Records
Professional Licenses
Railroad, Mining & Factory Records
Professional Organizations/Association 
Records

Cemetery/Funeral Home Records
Burial Records
Grave Relocation Records
Tombstone Inscription
Tombstone/Burial Plot Photos

Census Records
Agricultural Schedules (1850-1880)
Civil War Veterans Schedules (1890)
Defective, Dependent & Delinquent Schedules 
(1880)
Federal Population Schedules (1790-1940)
Manufacturing/Industry Schedules (1810, 
1820, 1850-1880)
Mortality Schedules (1850-1880)
Slave Schedules (1850, 1860)
Social Statistics Schedules (1850-1880)
State/Local Censuses

Church Records
Birth Records
Baptism/Christening Records
Confirmation Records
Congregational Histories
Death/Burial Records
Marriage Records
Meeting Minutes
Membership/Admission/Removal Records
Ministers' Journal

Court Records
Adoption Records
Bastardy Cases
Civil Records
Coroners' Files
Criminal Records
Custody Papers
Estate Inventories
Guardianship Papers
Insanity/Commitment Orders
Licenses/Permits
Marriage Bonds, Licenses, & Certificates
Military Discharges
Minute Books
Name Changes
Naturalizations
Property Foreclosures
Voter Registrations
Wills/Probate

Directories
Biographical
City
Professional/Occupational
Telephone

Home Sources
Baptism/Confirmation Certificates
Birth Certificates/Baby Books
Checkbooks/Bank Statements
Death Records/Prayer Cards
Diaries/Journals
Family Bibles
Funeral/Memorial Cards
Heirlooms and Artifacts
Marriage Certificates and Wedding Albums
Medical Records
Photographs
Recipe Books
School Report Cards, Yearbooks, Scrapbooks
Wills

Immigration Records
Alien Registration Cards
Citizenship Papers
Passenger Lists
Passports

Institutional Records
Almshouse
Hospital
Orphanage
Police
Prison
School
Work House/Work Farm

Internet Resources
Cyndi's List
Genealogy Trails
Genforum Genealogy
Google Books
Google.com
Rootsweb.Ancestry.com
US Gen Web
Zaba Search (Living People)

Land and Property Records
Deeds
Grants and Patents
Homestead Records
Mortgages and Leases
Plat Maps
Surveys
Tax Rolls
Warrants

Military Records
Draft Records
Enlistment Card
Pension Applications
Report of the Adjutant General
Rosters/Honor Rolls

Revolutionary War (1775-1783)
War of 1812 (1812-1815)
Mexican War (1846-1848)
Civil War (1861-1865)
Spanish-American War (1898)
Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902)
World War I (1917-1918)
World War II (1941-1945)
Korean War (1950-1953)
Vietnam War (1964-1972)

Conflicts

Japanese-Americans
German-Americans
Italian-Americans

WWII Records of Relocations/Internment Camps

Newspapers
Birth Announcements
Classified Announcements
Engagement, Marriage & Anniversary Announcements
Family Reunion Announcements
Gossip/Advice Columns
Legal Notices
Local News
Obituaries
Runaway Notices (Slaves, Indentured Servants, Wives)
Unclaimed Mail Notices

Published Sources
Compiled Genealogies
Genealogical Periodicals
Local & County Histories
Record Abstracts & Transcriptions

Vital Records
Birth Certificate
Death Certificate
Divorce/Annulment Records
Marriage Certificate
Social Security Death Index

This table at Family Search can help you decide which records to search depending on what 
information you need to prove.Record Search Checklist

Friday, February 13, 2015 10:50 PM
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Research Plan for [Name(s) Surname]

Supports conclusion

Conflicting information

What do you already know and where did the information come from?

Primary: The person who supplied this source had firsthand knowledge of the fact
Secondary: The person who supplied this source had only secondhand knowledge of the fact
Direct: The source plainly states the fact I have just entered
Indirect: The source suggests this fact but does not plainly state it. Proof will require better or additional evidence from other sources.

Fact Detail Primary / 
Secondary

Direct / 
Indirect / 
Negative

Record

[fact found on sources] [names, places, dates / details of the fact from source] [link to Source Description Page]



Research Questions

Clues / Working Hypothesis



Tasks / Places to Look

Resolution or Concluding Statement



Positive results

Negative results

Research Log

Date Website or 
Repository

Database Name Record 
Search 
Type

Search criteria Results

[Name of online database, 
FHL Film #]

[birth, death, 
marriage, etc]

[names, dates, places, phrases, 
keywords, quotes, asterisk, etc]

[# of results, what was/was not found, link to Source 
Description Page or file on hard drive]

Copy this page and insert below the person you are researching. Change name of page to something 
more descriptive of the Research Plan -- Husband & Wife [Surname] Marriage, Wife (Maiden) Birth and 
Parents, for example.

Blank Research Plan
Tuesday, February 24, 2015 11:00 PM
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An index of the sources you have for a person or couple. Place sources in chronological order or 
sort by source type.

Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

Blank Source Log
Thursday, June 12, 2014 2:57 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The source filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a link 
to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have.Blank Source Description

Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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This Evidence Evaluation Table comes from Thomas MacEntee's (Geneabloggers.com) 
Research Log which can be found here (Excel) and here (Google Docs).

Source Geiger, Linda Woodward. "Guidelines for Evaluating Genealogical Resources," OnBoard 14 (May 2008): 14-15 via Skillbuilding: Guidelines 
for Evaluating Genealogical Resources (http://www.bcgcertification.org/skillbuilders/skbld085.html), accessed 13 September 2013.

Source Type

Unknown Source is not known; use as a placeholder until Source Type is determined

Original A source is original if it is the first written statement, photograph, or recording of an event.

Derivative Subsequent copies are derivatives and may be reproduced by hand, machine, camera or scanner; they may be reproduced on paper, in 
microform, as photographs or digital images, or in any other medium that records the image whether transcribed by hand or technology. 

Evidence Type

Unknown

Direct Direct evidence is any fact that is explicitly stated.

Indirect Indirect evidence is inferred from one or more pieces of evidence within the record. It isn’t surprising, then, that some evidence within a 
record may be direct while other evidence is indirect. 

Blended A mixture of direct and indirect evidence (explain in Analysis)

Result

Unknown

Positive The record supports the identity of the person in question or the relationships being proved.

Negative The record is in conflict with other records of the identity of the person in question or the relationships being proved.

Clarity

Unknown

Clear Information can easily be read.

Marginal Information is not clear, is partially obscured and researcher must "guess" at words or letters.

Information

Unknown

Primary A piece of information is primary when it is recorded by a knowledgeable eyewitness or participant in that event, or by an official whose 
duties require him or her to make an accurate record of the event when it occurs.

Secondary Secondary information is supplied by someone who was not at the event and may include errors caused by memory loss or influenced by 
other parties who may have a bias or be under emotional stress.

Blended A mixture of primary and secondary information (explain in Analysis)

Evidence Evaluation Helper
Thursday, February 19, 2015 2:17 AM

   Page Templates Page 47    

http://www.geneabloggers.com/
http://www.geneabloggers.com/genreslog
http://www.geneabloggers.com/genresloggdrive
http://www.bcgcertification.org/skillbuilders/skbld085.html


[Create from genealogy software and print to this section or scan a written chart to this page.]4 Generation Pedigree Chart
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 12:35 AM
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Print charts and reports from genealogy software to this section. Or link to/embed the 
reports and PDFs on your hard drive on this page.Charts & Reports

Saturday, February 21, 2015 8:48 PM
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Name and Spelling 
variations for Surname:

Change name of this page to: [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]. Use the table 
below to record basic vital record information for each person in the family group.

Family Group Record for [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]

Husband:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born [checkmark when documented]

Baptism Church:

Marriage Church:

Divorce

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Wife:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born

Baptism Church:

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Additional Information: [Schools, Associations, Immigration, Military Service, etc.]

Children

Name Sex Birth Date & Place Marriage Date & 
Place

Spouse Death Date & Place

Residences

Dates Place & Address Source

Preparer: Address: Date:

Family Group Record
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 4:54 PM
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Family Relation to Preparer: Ancestral Chart #
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[Name(s) Surname TIMELINE

Date & Location Information from Records Thoughts & To-Dos

[year]
[date]
[location]

[what was found]

[name of source]

Simple table to use as a timeline. I use MS Word for a more complex timeline and link to it here on this 
page. With just a click, the timeline can be updated in Word and the updated version will be inserted on 
the page. For help creating timelines, watch Anne Mitchell's (Ancestry Anne) Creating Timelines video 
on YouTube.

Timeline
Friday, February 6, 2015 2:32 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Birth Certificate

Delayed Birth Certificate

Birth Announcement

Baptism / Christening

Adoption

Birth Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for birth sources and an index of the birth source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Birth Records

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:40 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Birth Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Marriage Certificate

Marriage License

Marriage Announcement

Divorce Petition

Divorce Decree

Marriage Index

Marriage Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for marriage sources and an index of the marriage source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Marriage Records

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:40 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Marriage Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Death Certificate

Obituary

SSDI

Cemetery

Gravestone

Funeral Home Records

Memorial Card

Death Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for death sources and an index of the death source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Death Records

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:42 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Death Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Spelling variations:

Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Federal Census

1940 Census

1930 Census

1920 Census

1910 Census

1900 Census

1880 Census

1870 Census

1860 Census

1850 Census

1840 Census

1830 Census

1820 Census

1810 Census

1800 Census

1790 Census

Other Federal Census Records

Agricultural Schedule

Mortality Index

Civil War Veteran Schedule

Defective, Dependent & Delinquent 
Schedule

State Census

[year] [state]

[year] [state]

[year] [state]

[year] [state]

[year] [state]

Other State Census Records

Marriage Index

Census Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for census sources and an index of the census 
source documents you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological 
order or sort by source type.

Census Records
Saturday, February 21, 2015 6:40 PM
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Instructions:
Year = Census Year / Put Federal and State census years on chart.
Type approximate age each person would be at time of census.
Fill cells with GRAY for Census Years the person will not appear.
Fill cells with YELLOW for Census Years the person might appear.
Fill cells with GREEN for Census Years the person has been found.

[Surname] 1850 1860 1870 1880 1900 1910 1920 Year Year Year

Sample [1850-1902] 0-1 10 20 30 50

Name [birth-death] [age] [age]

Spouse [birth-death] [age] [age]

Child [birth-death] [age]

Child [birth-death] [age]

Child [birth-death] [age]

Child [birth-death] [age]

A helpful chart for determining what age everyone should be when found in each census.Census Ages Chart
Thursday, February 26, 2015 1:18 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

[Year] Census
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM

   You (year) Page 61    



Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Photographs

Letters

Journals / Diaries

Family Bible

Personal Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for personal sources and an index of the personal source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Personal Records

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 6:04 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Personal Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Church Records

Baptism

Christening

Confirmation

Marriage

Burial

Church Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for church sources and an index of the church source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Church Records

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 6:10 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Church Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Court Records - Probate

Will

Administration

Property Inventory

Guardianship

Estate Sales

Probate Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for probate sources and an index of the probate source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Probate Records

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:42 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Probate Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Newspapers

Announcements

Social Pages

Personal Interest Stories

Legal Notices

Advertisements

Books

Biographies & Memoirs

County & Local Histories

Family Histories

Published Genealogies

Newspaper Sources and Books for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for newspapers and books and an index of the newspaper and 
book source documents you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort 
by source type.

Newspapers & Books
Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:42 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Newspaper Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Deeds

Abstracts

Mortgages

Land Surveys

Plat Map / County Map

Land Patents / Grants

Homestead Records

Mining Claims

Land Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for land sources and an index of the land source documents you 
have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Land Records

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:40 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Land Record Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Clip whole records or screen snips to this page, embed to files on your hard 
drive or link to online map sources.Maps

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:40 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Immigration Records

Passenger List

Ship Information

Naturalization Application

Naturalization Record

Immigration & Naturalization Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for immigration and naturalization sources and an index of the 
immigration and naturalization source documents you have for this family group. Place sources in 
chronological order or sort by source type.

Immigration & Naturalization
Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:41 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Immigration Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Draft Registration

Wars Fought

Service Records

Pension Records

Headstone Application

Military Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for military sources and an index of the military source documents 
you have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type.Military Records

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 7:41 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Military Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Record [name] [spouse] [child] [child] [child] [child]

Online Searches

Search Engines

Ancestry

FamilySearch

Find-A-Grave

City Directories

[year] [city]

[year] [city]

[year] [city]

Miscellaneous

Club, Associations & Societies

Licenses

University & College Records

School Records

Government Records

Passport Application

Passport

Voter Registration

Tax Lists

Other Court Records

Depositions

Prison and Jail Records

Criminal Trial

Civil Trial

Other Record Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

On this page is a record checklist for other sources and an index of the source documents you 
have for this family group. Place sources in chronological order or sort by source type. The record 
groups on this page can be separated out into their own pages if need be. (i.e.: City Directories 
may need their own page if they are available for many years.)

Other Records
Thursday, January 2, 2014 12:05 PM

   You (year) Page 77    



Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Other Source1
Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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Genealogical Records Checklist
(A more comprehensive list than the tables in pages)

Business and Employment Records
Apprentice/Indenture Records
Insurance Records
Professional Licenses
Railroad, Mining & Factory Records
Professional Organizations/Association 
Records

Cemetery/Funeral Home Records
Burial Records
Grave Relocation Records
Tombstone Inscription
Tombstone/Burial Plot Photos

Census Records
Agricultural Schedules (1850-1880)
Civil War Veterans Schedules (1890)
Defective, Dependent & Delinquent Schedules 
(1880)
Federal Population Schedules (1790-1940)
Manufacturing/Industry Schedules (1810, 
1820, 1850-1880)
Mortality Schedules (1850-1880)
Slave Schedules (1850, 1860)
Social Statistics Schedules (1850-1880)
State/Local Censuses

Church Records
Birth Records
Baptism/Christening Records
Confirmation Records
Congregational Histories
Death/Burial Records
Marriage Records
Meeting Minutes
Membership/Admission/Removal Records
Ministers' Journal

Court Records
Adoption Records
Bastardy Cases
Civil Records
Coroners' Files
Criminal Records
Custody Papers
Estate Inventories
Guardianship Papers
Insanity/Commitment Orders
Licenses/Permits
Marriage Bonds, Licenses, & Certificates
Military Discharges
Minute Books
Name Changes
Naturalizations
Property Foreclosures
Voter Registrations
Wills/Probate

Directories
Biographical
City
Professional/Occupational
Telephone

Home Sources
Baptism/Confirmation Certificates
Birth Certificates/Baby Books
Checkbooks/Bank Statements
Death Records/Prayer Cards
Diaries/Journals
Family Bibles
Funeral/Memorial Cards
Heirlooms and Artifacts
Marriage Certificates and Wedding Albums
Medical Records
Photographs
Recipe Books
School Report Cards, Yearbooks, Scrapbooks
Wills

Immigration Records
Alien Registration Cards
Citizenship Papers
Passenger Lists
Passports

Institutional Records
Almshouse
Hospital
Orphanage
Police
Prison
School
Work House/Work Farm

Internet Resources
Cyndi's List
Genealogy Trails
Genforum Genealogy
Google Books
Google.com
Rootsweb.Ancestry.com
US Gen Web
Zaba Search (Living People)

Land and Property Records
Deeds
Grants and Patents
Homestead Records
Mortgages and Leases
Plat Maps
Surveys
Tax Rolls
Warrants

Military Records
Draft Records
Enlistment Card
Pension Applications
Report of the Adjutant General
Rosters/Honor Rolls

Revolutionary War (1775-1783)
War of 1812 (1812-1815)
Mexican War (1846-1848)
Civil War (1861-1865)
Spanish-American War (1898)
Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902)
World War I (1917-1918)
World War II (1941-1945)
Korean War (1950-1953)
Vietnam War (1964-1972)

Conflicts

Japanese-Americans
German-Americans
Italian-Americans

WWII Records of Relocations/Internment Camps

Newspapers
Birth Announcements
Classified Announcements
Engagement, Marriage & Anniversary Announcements
Family Reunion Announcements
Gossip/Advice Columns
Legal Notices
Local News
Obituaries
Runaway Notices (Slaves, Indentured Servants, Wives)
Unclaimed Mail Notices

Published Sources
Compiled Genealogies
Genealogical Periodicals
Local & County Histories
Record Abstracts & Transcriptions

Vital Records
Birth Certificate
Death Certificate
Divorce/Annulment Records
Marriage Certificate
Social Security Death Index

This table at Family Search can help you decide which records to search depending on what 
information you need to prove.Record Search Checklist
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Research Plan for [Name(s) Surname]

Supports conclusion

Conflicting information

What do you already know and where did the information come from?

Primary: The person who supplied this source had firsthand knowledge of the fact
Secondary: The person who supplied this source had only secondhand knowledge of the fact
Direct: The source plainly states the fact I have just entered
Indirect: The source suggests this fact but does not plainly state it. Proof will require better or additional evidence from other sources.

Fact Detail Primary / 
Secondary

Direct / 
Indirect / 
Negative

Record

[fact found on sources] [names, places, dates / details of the fact from source] [link to Source Description Page]



Research Questions

Clues / Working Hypothesis



Tasks / Places to Look

Resolution or Concluding Statement



Positive results

Negative results

Research Log

Date Website or 
Repository

Database Name Record 
Search 
Type

Search criteria Results

[Name of online database, 
FHL Film #]

[birth, death, 
marriage, etc]

[names, dates, places, phrases, 
keywords, quotes, asterisk, etc]

[# of results, what was/was not found, link to Source 
Description Page or file on hard drive]

Copy this page and insert below the person you are researching. Change name of page to something 
more descriptive of the Research Plan -- Husband & Wife [Surname] Marriage, Wife (Maiden) Birth and 
Parents, for example.

Blank Research Plan
Tuesday, February 24, 2015 11:00 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The source filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a link 
to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have.Blank Source Description

Saturday, January 10, 2015 2:07 PM
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This Evidence Evaluation Table comes from Thomas MacEntee's (Geneabloggers.com) 
Research Log which can be found here (Excel) and here (Google Docs).

Source Geiger, Linda Woodward. "Guidelines for Evaluating Genealogical Resources," OnBoard 14 (May 2008): 14-15 via Skillbuilding: Guidelines 
for Evaluating Genealogical Resources (http://www.bcgcertification.org/skillbuilders/skbld085.html), accessed 13 September 2013.

Source Type

Unknown Source is not known; use as a placeholder until Source Type is determined

Original A source is original if it is the first written statement, photograph, or recording of an event.

Derivative Subsequent copies are derivatives and may be reproduced by hand, machine, camera or scanner; they may be reproduced on paper, in 
microform, as photographs or digital images, or in any other medium that records the image whether transcribed by hand or technology. 

Evidence Type

Unknown

Direct Direct evidence is any fact that is explicitly stated.

Indirect Indirect evidence is inferred from one or more pieces of evidence within the record. It isn’t surprising, then, that some evidence within a 
record may be direct while other evidence is indirect. 

Blended A mixture of direct and indirect evidence (explain in Analysis)

Result

Unknown

Positive The record supports the identity of the person in question or the relationships being proved.

Negative The record is in conflict with other records of the identity of the person in question or the relationships being proved.

Clarity

Unknown

Clear Information can easily be read.

Marginal Information is not clear, is partially obscured and researcher must "guess" at words or letters.

Information

Unknown

Primary A piece of information is primary when it is recorded by a knowledgeable eyewitness or participant in that event, or by an official whose 
duties require him or her to make an accurate record of the event when it occurs.

Secondary Secondary information is supplied by someone who was not at the event and may include errors caused by memory loss or influenced by 
other parties who may have a bias or be under emotional stress.

Blended A mixture of primary and secondary information (explain in Analysis)

Evidence Evaluation Helper
Thursday, February 19, 2015 2:17 AM
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[Create from genealogy software and print to this section or scan a written chart to this page.]4 Generation Pedigree Chart
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 12:35 AM
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Print charts and reports from genealogy software to this section. Or link to/embed the 
reports and PDFs on your hard drive on this page.Charts & Reports

Saturday, February 21, 2015 8:48 PM
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Name and Spelling 
variations for Surname:

Change name of this page to: [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]. Use the table 
below to record basic vital record information for each person in the family group.

Family Group Record for [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]

Husband:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born [checkmark when documented]

Baptism Church:

Marriage Church:

Divorce

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Wife:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born

Baptism Church:

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Additional Information: [Schools, Associations, Immigration, Military Service, etc.]

Children

Name Sex Birth Date & Place Marriage Date & 
Place

Spouse Death Date & Place

Residences

Dates Place & Address Source

Preparer: Address: Date:

Family Group Record
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 4:54 PM
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Family Relation to Preparer: Ancestral Chart #
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[Name(s) Surname TIMELINE

Date & Location Information from Records Thoughts & To-Dos

[year]
[date]
[location]

[what was found]

[name of source]

Simple table to use as a timeline. I use MS Word for a more complex timeline and link to it here on this 
page. With just a click, the timeline can be updated in Word and the updated version will be inserted on 
the page. For help creating timelines, watch Anne Mitchell's (Ancestry Anne) Creating Timelines video 
on YouTube.

Timeline
Friday, February 6, 2015 2:32 PM
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Add Page Templates as needed
Thursday, February 26, 2015 2:44 AM
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[Create from genealogy software and print to this section or scan a written chart to this page.]4 Generation Pedigree Chart
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 12:35 AM
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Print charts and reports from genealogy software to this section. Or link to/embed the 
reports and PDFs on your hard drive on this page.Charts & Reports

Saturday, February 21, 2015 8:48 PM
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Name and Spelling 
variations for Surname:

Change name of this page to: [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]. Use the table 
below to record basic vital record information for each person in the family group.

Family Group Record for [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]

Husband:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born [checkmark when documented]

Baptism Church:

Marriage Church:

Divorce

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Wife:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born

Baptism Church:

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Additional Information: [Schools, Associations, Immigration, Military Service, etc.]

Children

Name Sex Birth Date & Place Marriage Date & 
Place

Spouse Death Date & Place

Residences

Dates Place & Address Source

Preparer: Address: Date:

Family Group Record
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 4:54 PM
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Family Relation to Preparer: Ancestral Chart #
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[Name(s) Surname TIMELINE

Date & Location Information from Records Thoughts & To-Dos

[year]
[date]
[location]

[what was found]

[name of source]

Simple table to use as a timeline. I use MS Word for a more complex timeline and link to it here on this 
page. With just a click, the timeline can be updated in Word and the updated version will be inserted on 
the page. For help creating timelines, watch Anne Mitchell's (Ancestry Anne) Creating Timelines video 
on YouTube.

Timeline
Friday, February 6, 2015 2:32 PM
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Add Page Templates as needed
Thursday, February 26, 2015 2:44 AM
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[Create from genealogy software and print to this section or scan a written chart to this page.]4 Generation Pedigree Chart
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 12:35 AM
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Print charts and reports from genealogy software to this section. Or link to/embed the 
reports and PDFs on your hard drive on this page.Charts & Reports

Saturday, February 21, 2015 8:48 PM
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Name and Spelling 
variations for Surname:

Change name of this page to: [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]. Use the table 
below to record basic vital record information for each person in the family group.

Family Group Record for [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]

Husband:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born [checkmark when documented]

Baptism Church:

Marriage Church:

Divorce

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Wife:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born

Baptism Church:

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Additional Information: [Schools, Associations, Immigration, Military Service, etc.]

Children

Name Sex Birth Date & Place Marriage Date & 
Place

Spouse Death Date & Place

Residences

Dates Place & Address Source

Preparer: Address: Date:

Family Group Record
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 4:54 PM
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Family Relation to Preparer: Ancestral Chart #

   Name3 (year) Page 98    



[Name(s) Surname TIMELINE

Date & Location Information from Records Thoughts & To-Dos

[year]
[date]
[location]

[what was found]

[name of source]

Simple table to use as a timeline. I use MS Word for a more complex timeline and link to it here on this 
page. With just a click, the timeline can be updated in Word and the updated version will be inserted on 
the page. For help creating timelines, watch Anne Mitchell's (Ancestry Anne) Creating Timelines video 
on YouTube.

Timeline
Friday, February 6, 2015 2:32 PM

   Name3 (year) Page 99    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K80_sQShhNg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K80_sQShhNg


Add Page Templates as needed
Thursday, February 26, 2015 2:44 AM
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[Create from genealogy software and print to this section or scan a written chart to this page.]4 Generation Pedigree Chart
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 12:35 AM
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Print charts and reports from genealogy software to this section. Or link to/embed the 
reports and PDFs on your hard drive on this page.Charts & Reports

Saturday, February 21, 2015 8:48 PM
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Name and Spelling 
variations for Surname:

Change name of this page to: [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]. Use the table 
below to record basic vital record information for each person in the family group.

Family Group Record for [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]

Husband:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born [checkmark when documented]

Baptism Church:

Marriage Church:

Divorce

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Wife:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born

Baptism Church:

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Additional Information: [Schools, Associations, Immigration, Military Service, etc.]

Children

Name Sex Birth Date & Place Marriage Date & 
Place

Spouse Death Date & Place

Residences

Dates Place & Address Source

Preparer: Address: Date:

Family Group Record
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 4:54 PM
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Family Relation to Preparer: Ancestral Chart #
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[Name(s) Surname TIMELINE

Date & Location Information from Records Thoughts & To-Dos

[year]
[date]
[location]

[what was found]

[name of source]

Simple table to use as a timeline. I use MS Word for a more complex timeline and link to it here on this 
page. With just a click, the timeline can be updated in Word and the updated version will be inserted on 
the page. For help creating timelines, watch Anne Mitchell's (Ancestry Anne) Creating Timelines video 
on YouTube.

Timeline
Friday, February 6, 2015 2:32 PM
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Add Page Templates as needed
Thursday, February 26, 2015 2:44 AM
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[Create from genealogy software and print to this section or scan a written chart to this page.]4 Generation Pedigree Chart
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 12:35 AM
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Print charts and reports from genealogy software to this section. Or link to/embed the 
reports and PDFs on your hard drive on this page.Charts & Reports

Saturday, February 21, 2015 8:48 PM
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Name and Spelling 
variations for Surname:

Change name of this page to: [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]. Use the table 
below to record basic vital record information for each person in the family group.

Family Group Record for [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]

Husband:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born [checkmark when documented]

Baptism Church:

Marriage Church:

Divorce

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Wife:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born

Baptism Church:

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Additional Information: [Schools, Associations, Immigration, Military Service, etc.]

Children

Name Sex Birth Date & Place Marriage Date & 
Place

Spouse Death Date & Place

Residences

Dates Place & Address Source

Preparer: Address: Date:

Family Group Record
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 4:54 PM
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Family Relation to Preparer: Ancestral Chart #
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Add Page Templates as needed
Thursday, February 26, 2015 2:45 AM
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[Create from genealogy software and print to this section or scan a written chart to this page.]4 Generation Pedigree Chart
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 12:35 AM
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Print charts and reports from genealogy software to this section. Or link to/embed the 
reports and PDFs on your hard drive on this page.Charts & Reports

Saturday, February 21, 2015 8:48 PM
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Name and Spelling 
variations for Surname:

Change name of this page to: [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]. Use the table 
below to record basic vital record information for each person in the family group.

Family Group Record for [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]

Husband:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born [checkmark when documented]

Baptism Church:

Marriage Church:

Divorce

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Wife:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born

Baptism Church:

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Additional Information: [Schools, Associations, Immigration, Military Service, etc.]

Children

Name Sex Birth Date & Place Marriage Date & 
Place

Spouse Death Date & Place

Residences

Dates Place & Address Source

Preparer: Address: Date:

Family Group Record
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 4:54 PM
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Family Relation to Preparer: Ancestral Chart #
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Add Page Templates as needed
Thursday, February 26, 2015 2:45 AM
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[Create from genealogy software and print to this section or scan a written chart to this page.]4 Generation Pedigree Chart
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 12:35 AM
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Print charts and reports from genealogy software to this section. Or link to/embed the 
reports and PDFs on your hard drive on this page.Charts & Reports

Saturday, February 21, 2015 8:48 PM
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Name and Spelling 
variations for Surname:

Change name of this page to: [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]. Use the table 
below to record basic vital record information for each person in the family group.

Family Group Record for [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]

Husband:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born [checkmark when documented]

Baptism Church:

Marriage Church:

Divorce

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Wife:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born

Baptism Church:

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Additional Information: [Schools, Associations, Immigration, Military Service, etc.]

Children

Name Sex Birth Date & Place Marriage Date & 
Place

Spouse Death Date & Place

Residences

Dates Place & Address Source

Preparer: Address: Date:

Family Group Record
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 4:54 PM
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Family Relation to Preparer: Ancestral Chart #
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Add Page Templates as needed
Thursday, February 26, 2015 2:45 AM
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[Create from genealogy software and print to this section or scan a written chart to this page.]4 Generation Pedigree Chart
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 12:35 AM
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Print charts and reports from genealogy software to this section. Or link to/embed the 
reports and PDFs on your hard drive on this page.Charts & Reports

Saturday, February 21, 2015 8:48 PM
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Name and Spelling 
variations for Surname:

Change name of this page to: [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]. Use the table 
below to record basic vital record information for each person in the family group.

Family Group Record for [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]

Husband:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born [checkmark when documented]

Baptism Church:

Marriage Church:

Divorce

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Wife:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born

Baptism Church:

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Additional Information: [Schools, Associations, Immigration, Military Service, etc.]

Children

Name Sex Birth Date & Place Marriage Date & 
Place

Spouse Death Date & Place

Residences

Dates Place & Address Source

Preparer: Address: Date:

Family Group Record
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 4:54 PM
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Family Relation to Preparer: Ancestral Chart #
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Add Page Templates as needed
Thursday, February 26, 2015 2:46 AM
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Name and Spelling 
variations for Surname:

Change name of this page to: [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]. Use the table 
below to record basic vital record information for each person in the family group.

Family Group Record for [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]

Husband:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born [checkmark when documented]

Baptism Church:

Marriage Church:

Divorce

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Wife:
AKA:

Occupation(s): Religion: Notes:

Event Date / Place Notes

Born

Baptism Church:

Death Cause:

Burial Cemetery:

Parents Place of Birth Other Marriages

Father: Spouse(s):

Mother:

Additional Information: [Schools, Associations, Immigration, Military Service, etc.]

Children

Name Sex Birth Date & Place Marriage Date & 
Place

Spouse Death Date & Place

Residences

Dates Place & Address Source

Preparer: Address: Date:

Family Group Record
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 4:54 PM
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Family Relation to Preparer: Ancestral Chart #
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Sources for [Name(s) Surname]

Year Source Type Data Proofs Image Thumbnail Link to Full Image Link to Source Description

[Of 
event}

[BMD, Census, Military, etc.] [BMD, parents, residence, etc.]• [can delete this column if you 
don't want to mess around with 

making thumbnails your 
documents]

[record image name] [link to page in this section that 
has full record description]

An index of the sources you have for a person or couple. Place sources in chronological order or 
sort by source type. Use to check what you have and what you still need to find.[Name(s)] Source Log

Thursday, June 12, 2014 2:57 PM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Source Description [Source1] 
Wednesday, February 11, 2015 1:22 AM
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Source Description

Record Title

Original/Derivative

Repository

Source Type

Clarity

Proven?

Image Name

Web Link

Source Image

Transcription / Abstract

Citation
[Source citation tag - can be checked off when citation is done. Allows for running citation reports.]

Evidence

Fact Detail 
Primary/ 

Secondary

Direct/ 
Indirect/ 
Negative Notes









The record filename from your hard drive or some other unique identifier should go here. Make this a 
link to the image on your hard drive. Fill out one of these for every source document you have for the 
person.

Source Description [Source2] 
Wednesday, February 11, 2015 1:22 AM
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Add Page Templates as needed
Thursday, February 26, 2015 6:00 PM
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Name and Spelling 
variations for Surname:

Change name of this page to: [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]. Use the table 
below to record basic vital record information for each person in the family group.

Family Group Record for [Husband & Wife (Maiden) Surname]
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